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The Archibald Wright House 

Georgetown contains four eighteenth century houses which survived the devastation wrought by the British when 
they burned the town in 1813. Two of those were joined together and remodeled after being acquired in 1924 and 
1929 by Herbert G. Stine of Washington County. The southern property was built on lot No. 37 and the northern 
property on Lot No. 30, both being one half acre lots that are recorded on the plat of Georgetown, dated 1787. 

The southern property was acquired in 1773 by Archibald Wright from the heir of Edward Drugan for the small 
sum of £10. The house was built by Wright some time after 1773 and before his death in 1783. According to the 
general conditions set forth for the purchasing of lots, the house should have been started within 18 months from 
the time of purchase in order to retain ownership. 

The form and plan of the building are similar to the Wickes House, in Chestertown, and Worsell Manor, near 
Warwick, Cecil County, both of which were built before the Revolution. Some of the interior details, however, 
and the belt course on the Flemish bond facade, appear post-Revolutionary, like Rich Level and Duck Hollow. 

Wright's house was built three bays long and two stories tall over a deep basement on the top of the hill in the 
small village of Georgetown. Attached to its south gable was a kitchen, one hay and one story. but the Ml depth 
of the two room deep structure. Beside the aforementioned facade having acentral door with transo, the side 
walls were-laid in common bond with most of the header courses laid in glazed headers which created shaped 
gables; similar to the north gable of Trumpington. It's plan consisted of a central stairhall with four rooms, all 
heated by corner fireplaces. The chimney bases were corbeled out from the bottom of the cellar wall, like that at 
Violet Farm (1762). 

The northeast room was finished with the most elaborate woodwork in the house. The diagonal chimney breast 
was fined with double crossetted trim around the fireplace and overmantel panel, the panel being a raised panel 
with usual thumbnail molding. The combination of the panel and crossettes is a co-mingling of vernacular and 
design book elements. Around the ceiling of the room there is a cornice that has disproportionate dentils, a 
vernacular interpretation that is as crude as the dentils added to the entry hall of the Hynson-Ringgold House in 
Chestertown. Equally naive is a corner cupboard with reeded pilasters and crudely-executed arched trim with 
keystone. 

A close string stair, with paneled spandrel, was built in the southwest corner of the center hall. A summer beam, 
across the center of the hall, was paneled. The other rooms were finished with very simple mantels or fireplace 
surrounds. 

After the death of Archibald Wright in 1783, the property passed first into the hands of his son John, and 
subsequently, in the nineteenth century, to John's daughters, Juliana Bordley, Ann Rumsey and Mary Everett. 
Mary Everett ended up purchasing the interests of her siblings and resided there until 1822. In that same year 
Mary deeded it to her daughter, Mary, wife of the Reverend Pumell F. Smith, the Rector of Shrewsbury Parish. 
The Smiths also owned Valley Cottage, the gambrel roof dwelling south of this property, on Lot No. 51. 

In 1857, Mary Smith deeded the property to her daughter Serena Smith: 
“to have and to hold ... especially one brick dwelling house and several wooden outhouses erected and situated on 
Lot No.37” 

For the rest of the nineteenth century, and up until her death in 1921, the house was referred to as the "Serena 
Smith Property." It took a decree of Chancery Court to settle Miss Smith's estate, as the heirs were numerous, all 
of her siblings having predeceased her, leaving many nieces and nephews. 

The deed was not recorded until 1928, transferred to Herbert Stine, who had acquired the adjoining Kitty Knight 
property four years before. Thereafter, the two houses were joined and turned into the Kitty Knight House 
Restaurant and Inn. Since that time, the two buildings have been transferred into a single deed. 
 


